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some guard start with 
the 'building block' of 
brass...hauling it in (
maybe a couple of 
members could be out 
front 'pulling' the brass 
block under guard 
supervision

Set #1Counts:  0Measures:  -1
Opening Set
10 guard are with the low brass block. This block should be as tight as possible. If it needs to open slightly before they play to accomodate the bells, that's fine, but try to keepas tight as possible.
trumpets are at their assigned blocks. Depending upon how long it takes to move the blocks, some trumpets could be scattered around with guard before going to get block

drill design by Michael Gaines Licensed to: Michael GainesCreated on Pyware 3D. 
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Drill: Vista Murietta Golden Alliance 2009: The Nile- River of Life: Part 1: Slaves: Building a Life   Set:   Set #2  Count: 14 
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Set #2
Counts:  14
Measures:  2-5

woodwinds marching around 
the form 

brass block being 'hauled in' 
from the river

a few trumpets begin to move 
blocks. This is all flexible 
depending upon the 
characterizations and 
choreography given to them

percussion take a 
straight line path

brass block could take
very labored step...as 
if a weight on their 
shoulders? or one 
step for every two 
beats?

drill design by Michael Gaines Licensed to: Michael GainesCreated on Pyware 3D. 
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Drill: Vista Murietta Golden Alliance 2009: The Nile- River of Life: Part 1: Slaves: Building a Life   Set:   Set #3  Count: 28 
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Set #3
Counts:  14
Measures:  6-9

wws still march around form

percussion still straight line 
path

low brass and horns still slow, 
labored step

more trumpets moving blocks

guard staging still flexible here
...adjust to help story line as 
needed

drill design by Michael Gaines Licensed to: Michael GainesCreated on Pyware 3D. 
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Drill: Vista Murietta Golden Alliance 2009: The Nile- River of Life: Part 1: Slaves: Building a Life   Set:   Set #4  Count: 42 
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Set #4
Counts:  14
Measures:  10-13
Low brass and horns 
march straight line path to 
here as they begin playing
wws still march around 
river form
guard will hit first solid 
form
the first two trumpets 
begin leaving their blocks 
on the last 7 counts of the 
phrase

trumpets will be on the sides ofthe block (or wherever they need to be as they set it down)

percussion 
curve path 
around form
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Drill: Vista Murietta Golden Alliance 2009: The Nile- River of Life: Part 1: Slaves: Building a Life   Set:   Set #5  Count: 56 
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Set #5Counts:  14Measures:  14-17
wws still follow around river form
brass take straight line path
guard has arrived to the blocks where they will retrieve their flags coming up
more trumpets leaving blocks...stagger departuresso they all arrive here at the same time (wait as longas possible to leave blocks)

percussion 
curve path 
around form

drill design by Michael Gaines Licensed to: Michael GainesCreated on Pyware 3D. 
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Drill: Vista Murietta Golden Alliance 2009: The Nile- River of Life: Part 1: Slaves: Building a Life   Set:   Set #6  Count: 70 
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flutes around 
to TS6 should 
follow the 
leader around
the form...TS5
through A12 
can 
straightline 
path march

brass 'spiral
' should 
march a 
straightline 
path

percussion 
straight line path

Set #6
Counts:  14
Measures:  18-21

all trumpets have left the 
blocks now

guard is still dancing, but 
will need to retrieve 
equipment soon

drill design by Michael Gaines Licensed to: Michael GainesCreated on Pyware 3D. 
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Drill: Vista Murietta Golden Alliance 2009: The Nile- River of Life: Part 1: Slaves: Building a Life   Set:   Set #7  Count: 84 
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TS6 through the
flutes should 
march around 
the form....TS5 
through A12 
straight line 
path

Set #7
Counts:  14
Measures:  22-25

drill design by Michael Gaines Licensed to: Michael GainesCreated on Pyware 3D. 
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Drill: Vista Murietta Golden Alliance 2009: The Nile- River of Life: Part 1: Slaves: Building a Life   Set:   Set #8  Count: 91 
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Set #8
Counts:  7
Measures:  26-27

form resolves for impact

guard has flags ready to 
open

everyone takes a straight 
line path

drill design by Michael Gaines Licensed to: Michael GainesCreated on Pyware 3D. 
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Drill: Vista Murietta Golden Alliance 2009: The Nile- River of Life: Part 1: Slaves: Building a Life   Set:   Set #9  Count: 133 
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Set #9
Counts:  42
Measures:  28-39

HOLD for Impact!

drill design by Michael Gaines Licensed to: Michael GainesCreated on Pyware 3D. 

Director Viewpoint 



Drill: Vista Murietta Golden Alliance 2009: The Nile- River of Life: Part 1: Slaves: Building a Life  Set #10  Count: 140 
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Set #10
Counts:  7
Measures:  40-41

hornline face horns either 
down the diagonal, or 
towards the guard/blocks

then on the next 7 ct hold, 
gradually lift them toward 
front

drill design by Michael Gaines Licensed to: Michael GainesCreated on Pyware 3D. 

Director Viewpoint 



Drill: Vista Murietta Golden Alliance 2009: The Nile- River of Life: Part 1: Slaves: Building a Life   Set:   Set #11  Count: 147 
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Set #11
Counts:  7
Measures:  42-43

winds and percussion hold 
as they crescendo

guard triangle expands to 
outside of blocks

6 guard behind scrim 
changing equipment

drill design by Michael Gaines Licensed to: Michael GainesCreated on Pyware 3D. 

Director Viewpoint 



Drill: Vista Murietta Golden Alliance 2009: The Nile- River of Life: Part 1: Slaves: Building a Life   Set:   Set #12  Count: 161 
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Set #12
Counts:  14
Measures:  44-47

5 dancers with feathers, 
and one sabre re-enter the
stage

drill design by Michael Gaines Licensed to: Michael GainesCreated on Pyware 3D. 

Director Viewpoint 


